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The Rocky Mountain contingent
that traveled to Seattle for the
2006 US Rowing Masters
Nationals left its mark on a very
well attended event. Not only
were we noisy to the point of nui-
sance on the shoreline in support
of our rowers, but the 19 active
members (and the several hand-
fuls of distinguished ringers also
wearing our colors) collectively
made off with medals in eleven
events, eight of which were gold. 

Over 1400 athletes, which represented the largest turnout on record,
attended the championships from all over North America. The races
were contested over a 1000 meter course on conditions that varied
between flat, calm water and variable wind/chop. Steering against
crosswinds was an issue in many of the races, and in four days of
racing, several boats were swamped or capsized, one within a hun-
dred yards of the finish. In some cases a race was won or lost at the
start, where the stake boat attendants were inexperienced in helping
to keep the boats aligned and wandering into adjacent lanes was commonplace. Once up to speed,
many boats also had trouble maintaining a straight course inside the buoys. At least one final (men's C
quad, an RMRC victory over NYAC) was determined by a photo finish. 

RMRC Well Represented at Masters Nationals

by: Piper Stevens

Official Photo Finish, Rocky Mountain Rowing Club (foreground) edging out New York Athletic Club by inches for
the National Championship in the Men's C Quad.

Bronze Medal, Mixed 8+, (photo
courtesy of GreenLake crew)

Women’s Club B, 8+ (photo courtesy of Penny’s Photography)



It should be noted that, of the almost one hun-
dred teams in attendance, the RMRC consis-
tently maintained the noisiest contingent of
supporters at the finish line. Armed with Katie's
custom decorated cowbells, Rocky Mountain
supporters were the first crowd noise one
heard on the course, usually around 300
meters out, which made for some exciting
sprints for those of us not good at math or
geography. 

Special credit is due Katie Thurstin's dad,
Jerry, for his extraordinary commitment not
only in driving a fully loaded trailer to Seattle
and back, but for maintaining a reliable athlete
transit service between the venue and the
hotel, and faithfully attending the races all day
from our vantage point on the finish line as
rowers came and went. 

National championships for
respective age groups and boat
configurations were won by:
Men's 50+ quad (Mike Gasper,
Mark Stormberg, Tom Hull and
John Christiansen); men's 55+
coxless four (Mike Gasper,
Duncan Spencer, Carl Viola and
Mark Stormberg); men's club 55+
coxed four (Kathryn Deas
[coxswain], Mike Shonstrom,
Tom Murphy, Greg Fletcher and
Rand Case); men's 43+ quad
(Gasper, Christiansen, Hull and
Stormberg); men's 80+ single
and men's lightweight 80+ single
(both Dean Smith).

Silvers were won by the RMRC women's 50+ double (Terry Bridges and Linde Finsrud) and women's
43+ quad (Deb McCabe, Linde Finsrud, Terry Bridges and Rachel Pazmino). Bronze medals went to
the men's 60+ eight (Cathy Wooten [coxswain], Drew Harrison, Tom Lathrop, Dave Ehrhardt, Terry
Duryea, David Leverenz, Steve Bartlett, Mike Shonstrom and Tom Murphy); mixed 43+ eight (Kathryn
Deas [coxswain], Mike Gasper, Rachel Pazmino, Kent Wilson, Linda Browning, Andrea Rawson, Karen
Gress, Piper Stevens, and Mark Stormberg,); and women's lightweight 43+ quad (Karen Gress, Gail
Horstman, Angela Crooks and Linda Browning).

editor’s note: Rocky Mountain Rowing Club placed 16 out of 96 teams. Times may be found at: http://www.rockymountain-
rowing.com/regattaresults.htm and full race results athttp://www.racetrak.com/regatta.asp?CurrRegattaID=115

Stormy helps line up the mixed D 8 at the start of its heat (photo courtesy of
Green Lake crew).

Typical scene at the finish line.

Many Thanks to the following contributors toward trailer expenses for Master’s Nationals:
Stephen Brower, John Cogswell, Two Brothers Deli (Dan Ebert), Jim Erwin, Martha Hansen, Liz Majors, Ron Pohl



Masters Nationals 
Photo Gallery

The view at the finish line (photo by Piper Stevens).

The view of the viewers at the finish lineWomen’s AA 4+: Katie Thurstin, Rachel Pazmino, Gail Horstman,
Angela Crooks, Kat Deas (cox) (photo by Penny’s photography)

Dean Smith racing; again and again and again.

Piper Stevens and Kent Wilson; Men’s C 2x

Photos (unless otherwise noted) by
Green Lake crew photography
http://www.engenious.net/GreenLakeCrew/
GLPhotoIndex.aspx?cat=YouthRowing:

Rachel Pazmino, carrying the boat down for
the heat of the mixed 8+.



Kent Wilson and Linde Finsrud; Mixed C 2x

Mike Gasper stroking the gold medal winning Men’s C quad

Men's straight four launches at dawn. 

Hotseating the Filippi quad 

Greg Fletcher, Tom Murphy, Mike Shonstrom, Rand Case;
Men’s D straight 4

Syracuse composite Men’s 8+ : Dennis H. and
Greg F. (Rand Case was also in this boat).

Dennis Hastings in the composite
Men’s 8+


